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Press Release:
Musical Instruments made of Responsible Trade Ebony are now a
reality thanks to a Spanish SME
Respect for Cameroon’s natural landscape and the fight to improve the quality of life of
its inhabitants have found a way of making themselves heard through the music industry.
What was once a pipe dream is now an established reality thanks to the project set up by the
company Madinter, which has received the runner-up International Business Cooperation award
in the Ceremony of the European Business Awards for the Environment celebrated in Tallin.
Madinter thus becomes the first Spanish SME to receive this recognition, which arrives after the
company won the National European Business Award for the Environment last September, given
by the Biodiversity Foundation of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment.
The European Commission has highlighted Madinter’s “innovative, unprecedented and daring
work, addressing sustainable management of natural resources while improving the quality of
life of the employees and community as a whole”.
The jury applauded the commitment Madinter has made to innovate in ebony processing as an
engine for local economic development and were especially impressed by the company’s ability
to create a secondary market for 90% of ebony wood, which before now was discarded and
abandoned in the forests due to its slightly clearer colour.
Since 2011, this Madrid company has developed, along with its American partner Taylor Guitars,
an exciting project for responsible trading of ebony, whose main aims are to supply, obtain and
process this wood by means of environmentally and socially responsible methods, as well as to
improve the working conditions of workers in the area where the factory is located. Moreover,
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the project also involves the collaboration of the Cameroonian government to undertake legal
reforms promoting greater transparency and sustainability.
The company’s experience in extracting and marketing wood has allowed it to innovate to
produce legal and socially responsible ebony, which is processed and has added value. A new
product which has positioned itself on the market at a fair price, and which today is part of
thousands of musical instruments around the world.
“With this award, we firmly believe that we can be the drivers of change in terms of social
responsibility in Cameroon and help local economies to develop through responsible exploitation
of natural resources. We would like to encourage all other companies in the industry to join us”
states Vidal De Teresa Paredes, CEO of Madinter.
And he adds: “Our goal is not only to supply the music industry with quality ebony. At the same
time, we want to make a positive impact, both on the sustainable use of natural resources and
on the quality of life of the employees and their communities”.
Madinter has succeeded in giving Crelicam a voice to tell the story behind thousands of musical
instruments made with ebony. Each new violin or guitar is an opportunity to publicise the
enormous effort and to tell the story that lies behind each piece of ebony, and to communicate
the values of the project far beyond the commercial requirements of the market.
The company’s goal is to replicate this model in other countries and with other woods, and for it
to become an inspiration for others.
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About Madinter
Madinter, founded in 2001, is a Spanish company headquartered in Cerceda, Madrid, which specialises in supplying
wood for the production of musical instruments. Music is the best echo of its activity, and violins, guitars and other
string instruments could not be made without the possibilities offered by the variety of woods supplied by Madinter.
The value of its products derives from the maximisation of performance in their production and appropriate
treatment of the wood.

Information about the European Business Awards for the Environment (EBAE)
The European Business Awards for the Environment (EBAE) recognises these pioneers, celebrating those companies
at the forefront of eco-innovation, or which have a respect for the environment at the very core of their business
principles.
The awards are held every second year (the next cycle is 2016-2017), and winners are recognised in the following
four categories: management, product and services, process innovation, and international business cooperation,
with a special mention for business and biodiversity.
More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/awards/about_ebae.html
The project has also been awarded the STTC award in 2015 (Sustainable Tropical Timber Coalition) for the most
innovative sustainable organisation, and the Award for Corporate Excellence in 2014 conferred by the United States
Secretary of State.

For more information: http://corporate.madinter.com/cameroon-project/
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